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Tonawanda waste site p‘ans shelved
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The US Derartment of Facrgy no
ke s conadenog comwlindating no-
ar wacte froen four Manhattan Fuoy-
cvt wies qn the Towa of Tonawanda at
vue becsbon in the (o,

The <:partmen! instead will re-ex-
aruec the alternatrees indtially develop-
ot dkaing up the four sies.

Tiwmas P Grumbly, ssstant sccre-
tey oo the DOEs Ofine of Tavisma-
= atal Management. tdd Rep. John §.
IaFalce. - Torvn of Tonmawanda, of the
wmenxy's deewicn Thusday to suspend
the cuvengslation plan

“DHOE has dedded to uakc the pro-
! onogite remrediation pian for the
Fonawangs wastes totally the tahde.”
LaFaice saki. “This reopenisg is total,
2nd POLE bas promised to solxcit broad
corrmunity input in examining alt alter-
fialioTs

The decrion and the pla (o re-ex-
=rrne the altzmatnes wiil be outlmed
“t a omecting at 4 pm. Wednesday at
the DOE’s pubie informaton center,
L1 Shendan Die.

LaFake abw said Grinibly also told
bee that the Natrmal Academry of Sci-
encrs will condui an t re-
view of the DOE's plan to cap radwac-
tee residucs cuitently stored at the
Mevne s Latl Crwewes ie in U machim
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‘The DOY s snspended the mstalia
ton of e Toag lerm cap.

s a step in the aight diuection,”
said Tows of Tonew:aida Sapervisor
Carl J Calabrese “Ht's vrctly the ind
of belp we ncvded from Rep. LaFafe"

Calshrese, who wants the waste te-
muved froan the town, s1id ke 5 oot
vineced any plan to leave it theie

“winild b o bupe detriment to dewlop
esg walerfrent

Latake was ariticized poblicly tat
oxnth by Calabrese and Eric County

Legwdate Chastes M. Swanied, 1)-hen- -

mose, for “mactivity” on the issue.

Swannh amd Calilirese went o letter
to Fregy Secretary Hazel O'leary,
ddaimmg that the study win & “process
with u predetermined seadt.”

“1 would thmk the public statement
may bave bad sowe impact,” Calubiese
sanl. “T'm pdeaccd f 1t dul”

But laFakee 1v comvinced Uk quict
appeoach & responsitide.

“They provide convincing evidence
that quiet, persisten?, behind the-scenes
communicatkm and reasoning can get
the genzrnment’s altention,”™ he said.

The dow kel radboacuve waste is a
keeacy of th: Manhattan Progect, which
develuped the atumic bomb dusing
World ‘Vear 11 Uranium was processed
bere for Manhattan Project rescarch o
other paite of the country.

Four Town of Tonswanda sites now
contain an rumated B0 teas of the
radioactive wastes: the Seaway hivhstsv
al Landhil, tvo old Ashland relinecy
properties and the foimer dinde Au
FProducts Corp. plant. :

A five-year DOE technical study rec-
cmmemicd (ombining the materrals in-
to one o kevel radwactive waste stos-
age facibty on Rver Road i the town.

Residents, the town, Etic County
ant the aare Drenartment of Taviron

site and Niagara Falls Storage Site,

Dept. tables pi ')posal Jor consolidation of four existing N-dumps

wental Censervabon orpose keaving the
waste i the town. Kesadeots wan! x
20t 1o 2 licensed {eciiity s Utsh

laFake said shorth after the DOE
wcomunended pormanat sorage of the
approximately 350,000 cubic yards of
antaminated sed in the town List No-
vember. he questioned that solutroe
with DOE officials.

He said the NOE stedy does »et ad-
cquately addiess 3 numnber of beahbhree
lated tssues, the potenosd migrabos o
contamimants (e the nearby Nisgan
Rever of the town's satzrfroot plam

The assistant secreiny agreed to an-
ahyre the ssues rased by LaFake, co-
safer yoplementng irpovative techer b
gies to reduce the 200yt of wesie xnd
anahze the oost cf ing that re-
duced waste, LaFake saxd

The Lewiston sicrage coxtams sces
contacnnated by jow-level radiosctive
matenals during the Mazhattan Project
and residucs of wanain processing.

T US Fraviroao-atal Prosection
Agerncy, and the stets depastmeate of
I'ealth aad Envirocne ol Cosscrvation
dragree with the Energy Departmest
on its proposad {0 permapently store
the residues at Lewmssoa

A public meetiap will be hedd mt 4
pm Thursday at the sie at 1397
Pletcher. Road, lewistom, to gather
wmments and cxpism the nae of the
National Aeademy of Sermvee
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